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Profiles for Written Language Conventions

Students must demonstrate sufficient control of written language conventions. 

Consider the student’s ability to apply written language conventions, then determine where the performance best fits in one

of the following profiles. If the use of written language conventions best fits in Profile C (Partial), it does not allow a score

higher than a Level 3+ (72%) on the overall writing task. 

PROFILES

PROFILE A: THOROUGH

The writing demonstrates control through effective revision and editing in the final version. Skillful use of 

language and sentence structures enhances both meaning and style. Paragraphs are used throughout to shape the

structure of the text. Spelling rules are applied effectively—minor errors may occur, but they do not affect 

meaning. Punctuation and capitalization are applied consistently, guiding the reader smoothly through the text. 

PROFILE B: REQUIRED

The writing demonstrates attention to careful revision and editing in the final version. Although incorrect use

of language and run-on sentences may be apparent, overall meaning is not affected. Ideas are grouped, suggesting

paragraphs. In general, common spelling rules are applied, although there is some evidence of a reliance on

phonetic spelling. At times, spelling errors interfere with meaning. Capitalization rules are applied consistently.

Application of punctuation is consistent for the most part; however, minor errors may interfere with

communication.

PROFILE C: PARTIAL

The writing demonstrates minor editing in the final version. Serious errors in syntax and sentence 

structure make meaning unclear. The lack of paragraphs and repetitive spelling errors (including high frequency

words) make the writing difficult to read and impede meaning overall. Application of punctuation and 

capitalization is inconsistent, and serious errors interfere with communication.
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