In Québec, 800 000 people aged 16 to
65 are at Level 1 literacy. They:

Some of them are unable to read.
Others can, but they:

"I always bwy the same brand of powdered
milk for my baby because my boyfriend taught
me how much of it to use and I know how to
prepare it."

"On a form, I can write my name and
address but the rest of the questions are way
too difficult.”
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Reading, writing and counting:

that's part of life!
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"I rely on the first letters of words and I
guess the rest. The other day 1 got off at
the wrong Metro station. I wanted to get to
Honoreé-Beaugrand station, but 1 ended up
going all the way to Henri-Bourassa."

"I never go to parent-teacher meetings because
I'm too afraid that someone will ask me to
read something aloud in front of everyone."



Overview of 16- to 65-year-
old Quebeckers who have
very poor literacy skills
(Level 1)

Who are they?

All age groups

10% are 16 to 25 years old
39% are 26 to 46 years old
51% are 46 to 65 years old

There are almost as many
women as men

53% are men
47% are women

Another look

at Québec as a whole
Among people aged 16 to 65:

e 16% of them are at Level 1

e |n urban centres, 19% of them are at Level 1,
as opposed to 19% in rural areas

e 30% of allophones, 14% of francophones and
11% of anglophones are at Level 1

o 31% of immigrants and 14% of people born in
Canada are at Level 1

Most have no diploma

54% do not have a secondary school diploma
28% have a secondary school diploma

18% have a post-secondary diploma
(ACS, DCS, university degree, etc.)

Most are in the work force

54% are employed
14% are unemployed but looking for work

32% are in different categories
(inactive, students, retirees, etc.)

They live in urban centres and rural areas

79% live in urban centres
21% live in rural areas

Among people who are 66
or older:

e 62%, or approximately 500 000 people,
are at Level 1

o They represent 40% of all people aged 16 and
older who are at Level 1

They are mostly francophone or
allophone

74% are francophone
21% are allophone
5% are anglophone

Some are immigrants, while
others were born in Canada

78% were born in Canada
22% are immigrants

Generally people at Level 1:

¢ read books, magazines and
newspapers very infrequently

e rarely use the Internet

e rarely participate in any structured
educational activities

Source: Statistics Canada International Adult Literacy Skills Survey,
(Canada): Public Use Microdata File. Compilation: Institut de la statistique
du Québec.

Consult the report entitled Développer nos
compétences en littératie : un défi porteur d’avenir.
Rapport québécois de I'Enquéte internationale sur
I'alphabétisation et les compétences des adultes, 2003,
Québec, Institut de la statistique du Québec, 256 p.
on-line (in French only) at:
http://www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/publications/sante/
alphabetisation2003_pdf.htm.



