
 

 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 
JUNE 20 
 

According to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, refugee status applies to 
anyone who “owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of [their] nationality and 
is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself [themselves] of the protection of that country.”  

 

To mark World Refugee Day, the Direction de l’intégration linguistique et de l’éducation interculturelle (DILEI) 
of the Ministère de l’Éducation has provided some activity suggestions for your school. Since this day 
coincides with the end of the school year, some of the suggested activities could be incorporated into your 
year-end events.  

 

▪ Read or provide stories or accounts that reflect the theme of World Refugee Day. 

▪ Teach students about the provisions of the Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and 

the reasons that led to its adoption in 1951.  

▪ Encourage students to write poems or create works of art related to their experience of harmonious 

community life. They can do this in their mother tongue or in other languages. 

▪ Focus on the experience of immigrant and refugee students by suggesting that they talk about what they 

have learned and appreciated over the days and months since they arrived in Québec.  

▪ Highlight the positive effects of their arrival on the community through the firsthand accounts of school 

staff, parents or students.  

▪ Draw up a contact list so that refugee students, among others, can continue to receive help integrating 

into the community and learning French, especially during the summer (outings, activities, etc.).  

▪ Invite representatives of community organizations to give presentations on their work with refugees and 

newly arrived immigrants, and on their community activities during the summer.  

 

Online Resources 

Salima, d’Alep à Joliette (comic strip, games and information sheets, in French only)  

Bibliography of children’s literature on refugees, war and difficulties associated with the immigrant 

experience (in French only) 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (HCR) (games, awareness-raising activities, 

additional resources for teachers) 

Mapping Memories (experiences of refugee youth) 

https://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/
http://bdsdi.aqoci.qc.ca/
https://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/litterature-jeunesse/bibliographie-litterature-jeunesse-refugies/
https://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/litterature-jeunesse/bibliographie-litterature-jeunesse-refugies/
https://www.unhcr.ca/how-you-can-help/teachers/
http://mappingmemories.ca/

