
 

 

INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY 
FEBRUARY 21 
 

International Mother Language Day, was proclaimed by the General Conference of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 1999 to promote linguistic and cultural diversity 
and multilingualism. February 21 was chosen in honour of the students who, in 1952, were demonstrating 
for recognition of their language, Bangla, as one of the two national languages of what was then Pakistan, 
and were shot and killed by police in Dhaka, the capital of what is now Bangladesh.  

 

To mark International Mother Language Day, the Direction de l’intégration linguistique et de l’éducation 
interculturelle (DILEI) of the Ministère de l’Éducation has provided some activity suggestions for your school. 

▪ Help students see the linguistic diversity in their classroom, at school and in the world. For example, have 

them conduct a language survey to find out what languages their classmates and teachers can speak (see 

Online Resources below).   

▪ Teach students about diversity within a language, e.g. the different regional, national and international 

variations of languages such as French, English, Arabic and Spanish.  

▪ Teach students about issues relating to linguistic diversity by organizing small group discussions about 

questions such as, “If you could wave a magic wand and make everyone on earth speak only one 

language, would you do it? Why or why not?” 

▪ Read or recommend bilingual or multilingual stories, or stories about linguistic diversity (see Online 

Resources below).  

▪ Create a poster with one word translated into all the mother tongues of the students in the class, or into 

other languages.  

▪ Put together a multilingual lexicon to which students can progressively add words in other languages.  

▪ Organize a concert where students and staff are invited to sing in their mother tongues or in other 

languages.  

▪ Invite students to write texts or create works of art (e.g. murals, posters) using words from their mother 

tongues or from other languages.  

 

Online Resources 

Enseigner en milieu pluriethnique et plurilingue: www.elodil.umontreal.ca (includes a bibliography of 

children's literature about diversity and provides suggestions for teaching activities) (in French only). 

Linguistically Appropriate Practice: www.ryerson.ca/mylanguage/lap/ (includes a language survey in the 

appendices and group activities). 

Québec Reading Connection is a database of literature in English with pedagogical activities for each listing. 

Search for books about diversity. 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/mother-language-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/mother-language-day
http://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/
http://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/litterature-jeunesse/bibliographie-litterature-jeunesse-diversite/
http://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Litterature-Jeunesse/eidl/09-complet.pdf
http://www.ryerson.ca/mylanguage/lap/
http://www.quebecreadingconnection.ca/

