
 

 

JOURNÉE INTERNATIONALE DE LA FRANCOPHONIE    
MARCH 20 
 
Every year since 1988, the Journée internationale de la Francophonie has been marked by activities to 
celebrate the French language and the 274 million people who speak it.  

March 20 was selected to commemorate the creation of the Organisation internationale de la Francophonie 
on March 20, 1970. The OMF counts 54 member states and governments throughout the world. 

In Québec, the Journée internationale de la Francophonie is celebrated during the Francofête. 

 

To mark the Journée internationale de la Francophonie, the Direction de l’intégration linguistique et de 

l’éducation interculturelle (DILEI) of the Ministère de l’Éducation has provided some activity suggestions for 

your school. 

▪ Find all the French-speaking countries on a world map.  

▪ Showcase the evolving nature of the French language by studying French words borrowed from other 

languages. 

▪ Show students how diverse the French language can be by pointing out different dialects (regional, 

national and international). 

▪ Research French expressions that come from different French-speaking countries.  

▪ Create a poster with French words that are used in different French-speaking countries but that are little-

known in Québec. 

▪ Read or recommend stories by French-speaking authors from a variety of countries. 

▪ Make up a French lexicon to showcase the evolving nature of the language. Students can add French 

words and synonyms from different dialects, language registers, regions or countries.  

▪ Conduct a survey to find out how many students in the school come from French-speaking countries and 

to find out which other languages are spoken there.  

▪ Organize small-group discussions to raise student awareness of the issues around promoting the French 

language in the context of linguistic diversity (importance of having a shared language without rejecting 

other languages).  

▪ Invite students to write texts and produce works of art (e.g. murals, posters) about the French language, 

its evolution, diversity and richness.  

 

Online Resources 

Colourful expressions from French-speaking countries or regions (activity in Éducation interculturelle et 

diversité linguistique and website Expressions imagées francophones) 

French words borrowed from other languages (activity in Éducation interculturelle et diversité linguistique)  

Organisation internationale de la Francophonie 

https://en.unesco.org/node/303114
https://www.francofete.qc.ca/
https://www.francophonie.org/88-etats-et-gouvernements-125
http://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Guides/eal/12-EAL-expressions-imagees.pdf
http://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Guides/eal/12-EAL-expressions-imagees.pdf
http://enseigner.tv5monde.com/collection/archibald
http://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Guides/eal/06-EAL-emprunts.pdf
https://www.francophonie.org/

