s at his school that he is gay. When he’s in class, in

Adam has told several student
what he hears...
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Which of these statements are hostile and homoph
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What impact could these statements have on Adam?
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How can | show respect toward Adam ...
How might you react when you hear a) if he is my friend?
these types of statements? b) if he is my classmate?

c) if he is a student at my school?

—

In some of the situations above, the
speaker is clearly uncomfortable with
homosexuality. Which statements
show this?

WHETHER SAID AS A JOKE OR WITH A MORE
SERIOUS UNDERTONE, all of these statements are
homophobic and constitute verbal violence toward

Adam. These types of statements, when regularly
made, can also be a form of psychological violence
or bullying. Some statements may also contain an

underlying threat of physical violence. Violence
can have a devastating impact on its victims. Never
forget that violence—any type of violence, whether
homophobic in nature or not—is never okay. Every
person is unique, and every person has the right
to express his or her differences in a way that
respects the rights of others.

Is it normal for another student’s sexu-
ality to make us uncomfortable?




