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INTRODUCTION
This guide is designed to inform parents about the Secondary V uniform examinations for
the English as a Second Language, Core Program. It presents the structure of the exams
and the administration procedures, as well as sample documents from past exams.
The Document d’information (in French only) published on the website of the Ministère
de l’Éducation is also a recommended resource. It echoes some of the information
provided here, and it provides complementary information as well as the most recent
version of the rubrics.

SECTION 1

UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS

NATURE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE EXAMINATIONS
Uniform examinations are set by the Minister of Education for the certification of studies
and for awarding the Secondary School Diploma.
Every year, the Ministère organizes three exam sessions for the uniform exams: one in
May/June, one in July/August, and one in December/January. The official examination
schedule for this year can be found on the Ministère’s website. As everyone enrolled in
any given exam session must write the same examination, the dates and times must be
respected. Only the Minister may authorize changes to the set schedule.
The Ministère is responsible for developing uniform examinations in certain subjects for
each of the three exam sessions. Each exam is designed to evaluate the learning set out
in the Québec Education Program and is based on the Framework for the Evaluation of
Learning and the Progression of Learning. In 2023, the uniform examinations are also in
line with the Learning to Be Prioritized at the Secondary Level for the 2021-2022 School
Year in the Context of the Pandemic, which will continue to be applied during the current
school year.
CONDITIONS FOR ADMINISTERING THE EXAMINATIONS
Educational institutions are the main entities responsible for making the necessary
arrangements for the exams to take place (e.g. providing examination rooms), regardless
of the education model (teaching provided at school or homeschooling).
To ensure equity and justice, the exam conditions must be the same for all candidates in
Québec who write the exams. For this reason, the individuals designated to administer
the examinations are given precise instructions to follow.
During an examination, it is forbidden for anyone to help the candidates in any way
whatsoever by, for example, clarifying the task, providing additional information,
explaining or translating words or expressions, or reformulating instructions.
Examinations where a staff member has overstepped the boundaries of their role may be
declared invalid by the Ministère.
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Measures that adapt the conditions for administering ministerial examinations may be
taken to enable candidates with specific needs to demonstrate their learning. In order to
request special measures, please communicate with the educational institution
responsible for administering the examination at the beginning of the school year or, in
the context of homeschooling, when setting up the learning project. The educational
institution will analyze the candidate’s needs and determine which adaptive measures
will be permitted, if any.

SECTION 2

OVERVIEW OF THE UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS
FOR ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE, CORE PROGRAM

EVALUATION OF COMPETENCIES
The Secondary V English as a Second Language, Core Program examinations are designed
to evaluate the following competencies:
•
•

Competency 1, Interacts orally in English
Competency 3, Writes and produces texts

SUMMARY OF THE EXAMINATIONS
Examinations take place in exam rooms at three specific times, as set out in the official
examination schedule. The exams are built around a topic and are carried out in the order
presented below.
1. Introductory task
For 45 to 60 minutes, the candidates become familiar with the topic addressed in
the examinations by first individually reading texts and then discussing them
together in English.
Note that the introductory task is compulsory, but no marks will be allotted for
this part of the examination.
2. Oral interaction examination
In teams of 4, candidates take part in a 15-minute discussion in the examiner’s
presence.
3. Written production examination
Working alone, candidates have 2 consecutive hours to write a 225-word opinion
piece in English for an online magazine. The article must answer a question related
to the theme of the exam.
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AUTHORIZED AND UNAUTHORIZED MATERIALS
Authorized materials
Only print versions of the materials listed below may be brought to the examinations and
used.
Introductory task and
oral interaction examination

Written production examination

• Preparation Booklet provided during the • Standard English dictionary
introductory task
• Bilingual dictionary (English and another
• Standard English dictionary
language)
• Bilingual dictionary (English and another • Thesaurus
language)
• Grammar book (must not include any text
or part of a text that could be used
verbatim or as a model)

Candidates may bring their own reference materials or use those provided by the
educational institution. Those who bring their own reference materials will not be
permitted to share them with others.
Unauthorized materials
The following materials are not authorized.
•

All homemade documents (class notes, grammar book prepared by the school or
at home, etc.)

•

Materials that are handwritten, photocopied or printed from the Internet (except
the handwritten notes allowed in the Preparation Booklet for the oral interaction
examination)

•

Activity books or any other materials that explain how to produce or revise a text,
or that provide examples of text that could be used verbatim or as a model

•

All digital tools (electronic dictionaries, word processing software, etc.), unless
their use has been planned in conjunction with the educational institution
responsible for administering the examination 1

In addition, candidates are strictly forbidden to have in their possession any digital device
(smartphone, wireless headphones or earbuds, smartwatch, etc.) that can be used to
communicate, access the Internet, translate text, or create, save or consult data.

The use of certain digital tools (electronic dictionaries, word processing software, etc.) could be
authorized under certain conditions but must be planned in conjunction with the educational institution
responsible for administering the examination at the start of the school year or, in the case of
homeschooling, when the learning project is implemented.
1
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SECTION 3

STEPS IN THE UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS FOR ENGLISH
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE, CORE PROGRAM

INTRODUCTORY TASK
Upon arrival in the examination room, each candidate receives a Preparation Booklet,
which includes short texts on the topic addressed in the examinations.
The introductory task, which lasts 45 to 60 minutes, is carried out in two parts. First, the
candidates individually read the instructions and information in the booklet and take
notes. If they have any questions, they can ask the examiner. Second, in teams of four,
and working in English, the candidates discuss the texts they read in order to come to a
better understanding of the topic.
Candidates may take their Preparation Booklet home after the introductory task.
However, it is forbidden to distribute any examination document, in whole or in part, at
any time or by any means whatsoever, including social media.
Excerpts from a Preparation Booklet are presented on pages 6 to 8.
ORAL INTERACTION EXAMINATION
During the examination
The examiner forms teams of four candidates. The teams take turns having a 15-minute
discussion in English in the examiner’s presence, following the steps listed below.
• At the start of the oral interaction exam, the examiner gives each team member an
Oral Interaction Examination sheet (see example on p. 9).
• Each candidate has one minute to read the instructions on the sheet and to select
which of the two proposed questions they wish to discuss. No time is allotted for
preparation.
• One of the team members initiates the discussion by sharing with their teammates
the question they selected. The team discusses the question, following the
instructions on the Oral Interaction Examination sheet. When the discussion is over,
another candidate will suggest their selected question for discussion, and so on.
It is possible that after 15 minutes, the candidates will not have had time to discuss all
four questions; they will not be penalized if this is the case. It is more important that all
candidates participate in a rich discussion than it is for them to discuss all four questions.
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The discussion must take place among the
candidates. It cannot be between one candidate and
the examiner or another adult. Candidates must
interact among themselves to show their level of
competency in oral interaction.
Candidates may bring their Preparation Booklet
home after the oral interaction examination, but they
must hand in the Oral Interaction Examination sheet
to the examiner.

Role of the examiner
The examiner must not join the
discussion nor support the participants
in any way. The candidates must lead
the discussion and help each other, if
needed, for instance with vocabulary.
For example, one person might ask
teammates “How do you say ‘mot’ in
English?”

Marking
The examiner evaluates each candidate’s oral interaction in real time using the rubric
provided in the Document d’information. An example of the rubric is provided in
Appendix I, in both English and French.
WRITTEN PRODUCTION EXAMINATION
Writing the examination
Upon arrival in the examination room, each candidate receives a Writing Booklet and a
Final Copy Booklet. Working individually, candidates have two consecutive hours to write
an opinion piece in English for an online magazine. The piece must address the question
presented in the Writing Booklet (the task) and must be approximately 225 words in
length.
First, the candidates read the instructions, the writing guidelines and the information
about the writing task in the Writing Booklet.
Next, they plan their text and write the draft in this same booklet. An example of a writing
task is provided on page 10.
Candidates may not consult the Preparation Booklet during the written production
examination. The exam is designed so that candidates can rely on their prior knowledge,
judgment and common sense. The Preparation Booklet is merely provided to give
candidates a basic understanding of the topic, avenues for reflection and vocabulary
words related to the topic.
Finally, after revising and editing their texts, candidates write the final version in pencil or
in pen in the Final Copy Booklet. Only the Final Copy Booklet will be marked. Candidates
must therefore plan their time carefully to finish writing their text in the Final Copy
Booklet within the allotted time.
If after 2 hours a candidate has not finished writing the exam, 10 more minutes may be
allotted, as specified in the Administrative Guide for the Certification of Studies and
Management of Ministerial Examinations.
After the examination, candidates must hand in to the examiner all their exam booklets
before leaving the examination room.
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No candidates may leave the examination room before at least half the time allotted for
the exam has elapsed. Any candidate who has a good reason to leave the examination
room must be accompanied by an authorized person designated by the educational
institution.
Marking
The corrector will mark the text using the rubric included in the Document d’information.
An example of a rubric is provided in Appendix II, in both English and French.

SECTION 4

EXCERPTS FROM UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS FOR ENGLISH
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE, CORE PROGRAM

The excerpts in this section are taken from booklets in the previously published
examinations entitled Life’s Unwritten Rules.
EXCERPTS FROM A PREPARATION BOOKLET
Introduction
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Instructions
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Excerpt from texts to read
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EXAMPLE OF AN ORAL INTERACTION EXAMINATION SHEET
Oral Interaction Examination—Version A
Instructions
•
•
•
•
•

Read the requirements below.
Pick one of the two questions on the card assigned to you by your teacher.
You cannot select a question from any other card.
Take turns initiating a discussion on your question.
If time permits, your team can discuss more questions.
Return this sheet to the teacher at the end of the examination.

Requirements
In this examination, you must demonstrate competency in interacting orally in English with
your teammates. Expressing stand-alone opinions and ideas (related to the questions but not
to the discussion) is not interacting. To interact, you must cooperate with your teammates in
order to enrich and fuel the team discussion. To do so, you must:
•
•

react to / build on what teammates say (e.g. comment, agree, disagree, add details, ask
questions, ask for clarification or explanations)
express opinions and ideas that are related to the questions but also to what
teammates say

You and your teammates are not expected to discuss all of the questions. Instead, each
question should be discussed thoroughly to demonstrate your competency in interacting orally
in English.
Student 1

Student 2

•

What is your reaction when you see
someone displaying bad manners?

•

Is it acceptable to eat with your
elbows on the table?

•

What rules of etiquette do you follow
at home?

•

What type of information should be
avoided in written communication?

Student 3
•

Should people listen to loud music
when taking public transit?

•

Which rules of etiquette should
schools enforce?

Student 4
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•

Are manners important?

•

Should people tip taxi drivers?
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EXCERPT FROM A WRITING BOOKLET
Context
An online magazine for young adults wants to know what its readers think about some of
the unwritten rules in our society and will publish a selection of the best opinion pieces.
Task
Write an opinion piece for the magazine on the following question:
Should tipping be abolished?
Instructions
1. Use your own ideas or information from the texts you have read and from
discussions you have had on the topic.
2. Refer to the magazine’s writing guidelines below and to the task requirements in
the rubric on page 7.
3. Plan your text on page 4.
4. Write your text on pages 5 and 6.
Magazine’s Writing Guidelines
Your opinion piece must meet the following requirements:
•
•
•
•
•

present a firm position
be engaging and convincing
be approximately 225 words in length
be free from inappropriate language or content (e.g. profanity, personal attacks,
hate speech)
be written with the magazine’s audience in mind
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APPENDIX I

RUBRIC FOR COMPETENCY 1, INTERACTS ORALLY IN ENGLISH (STUDENT VERSION)
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GRILLE D’ÉVALUATION DE LA COMPÉTENCE 1, INTERAGIR ORALEMENT EN ANGLAIS
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APPENDIX II

RUBRIC FOR COMPETENCY 3, WRITES AND PRODUCES TEXTS (STUDENT VERSION)
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GRILLE D’ÉVALUATION DE LA COMPÉTENCE 3, ÉCRIRE ET PRODUIRE DES TEXTES
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GRILLE D’ÉVALUATION DE LA COMPÉTENCE 3, ÉCRIRE ET PRODUIRE DES TEXTES (SUITE)
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