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1. AVE: Attestation of Vocational Education; AVS: Attestation of Vocational Specialization 

2. See the diagram of the correspondance between Québec's education system and the new ISCED-97 in the appendix.
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Introduction

Education Statistics Bulletin No. 4, which was published in June 1998, looked at graduation rates
in 1995 in Québec and the member countries of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD).

This bulletin, which constitutes a follow-up to Bulletin No. 4, compares graduation rates in
Québec and the OECD countries in 1998 by sex and type of program. This comparison is based
on the seventh edition of Education at a Glance-OECD Education Indicators 2000 and on
Education Statistics Bulletin No. 18, "Québec's Education System and the International Standard
Classification of Education."

The calculations for Québec are those of the Ministère de l'Éducation du Québec and concern
the 1997-1998 school year. In Québec, secondary school graduation rates "without any double
counting," corresponding to level 3 of the International Standard Classification of Education, or
ISCED-97, were obtained by dividing the number of "first diplomas" awarded in 1997-1998 by
the total number of 17-year-olds in Québec, 17 being the age at which graduation from
secondary studies theoretically occurs in Québec. Graduation rates for the general education
sector of secondary school, which corresponds to ISCED-97 level 3A, are based on the number
of first Secondary School Diplomas in general education (SSD) awarded in 1997-1998, whether
or not they were preceded by a Diploma of Vocational Studies (DVS). The graduation rate for
secondary studies in vocational education, which correspond to ISCED-97 level 3C, is based on
the number of first secondary school diplomas in vocational studies (DVS, AVE et AVS),1

awarded in 1997-1998, whether or not they were preceded by an SSD in general education.

For the postsecondary and tertiary levels, the graduation rates for Québec are the net rates for
first diplomas or degrees presented in the 2000 edition of the Education Indicators.

Limitations regarding the comparability of the indicators

It is important to interpret the OECD indicators with caution. Notwithstanding the adoption in
1999 of the ISCED-97,2  which enables any country to situate its different programs within a
general framework, education systems vary with respect to the organization of the different levels
of instruction, the number of years of study at each level, the various options available and their
admission requirements, certification requirements and the diplomas issued. In addition, not all
countries compile information in the same way as we do and the quality of the data submitted
to the OECD by each country may also vary considerably.

The classification of Québec programs within the ISCED framework was challenging. The
difficulty lay in part with the structure of the new classification system and in part with variations
in its application by the OECD countries. After examining the international classification, the
number of years of schooling accumulated upon completion of each of the programs and their
respective place in the national certification system, we chose to make the classification of
Québec programs consistent with that for Canada as a whole.
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Thus, Secondary Cycle Two general education diplomas correspond to ISCED level 3A,
vocational education diplomas to level 3C, pre-university college diplomas to ISCED level 4A,
and college technical diplomas to level 5B. All university diplomas correspond to level 5A with
the exception of doctorates, for which ISCED level 6 was conceived.

One indication of the differences among education systems is that in many countries, students
have accumulated 12 or 13 years of schooling by the time they complete secondary school,
whereas in Québec this corresponds to the number of years of schooling upon completion of a
college general education program. In these countries, the diploma awarded at the end of
Secondary Cycle Two leads directly to programs at ISCED tertiary-level 5A. In Québec, of
course, the pre-university college diploma, rather than the secondary school diploma, gives
students access to level 5A university programs, generally after 13 years of schooling, but in any
case after they have earned a secondary school diploma. Despite these distinctions, the level
of knowledge attained by Québec students on completion of the final year of secondary
education, which is their 11th year of schooling, appears to be equivalent to that of students in
other countries where the secondary level ends with the 12th year of study. The performance of
Québec students on various Canadian and international tests also shows that their scores are
generally equal or superior to those of students in Canada and the OECD countries.

Another major difference between Québec and the OECD countries concerns their respective
vocational education systems and in particular, the number of students enrolled in them. This
particularity probably explains the creation of tertiary-level 5B. Québec's college technical
programs have been placed at this level, since their three-year duration satisfies the duration
criteria for level 5B.

Although this study reflects the criteria used in the international classification, differences among
education systems and variations in the use of the international classification have certainly had
major effects on the indicators that are the focus of this bulletin. Consequently, it is with some
reservations, and only after an in-depth analysis of the differences among education systems
in the OECD countries, that we undertake the comparison of graduation rates in Québec and the
OECD countries. 

Despite the complexity inherent in international and interprovincial comparisons, it remains  not
only important, but essential, given the globalization of trade and work, to be able to compare
the results of Québec's education system with those of other provinces and countries.

The results for secondary education (ISCED level 3)

Table 1 compares the secondary school graduation rate in Québec with that in some of the
industrialized OECD countries. Thus, in 1997-1998, the secondary school graduation rate in
Québec was 81% – 7% lower than in 1996. Despite this decline, Québec's rate remained higher
than the OECD countries average of 79%, which was 6 points lower than in 1996.

A stable rate for the
OECD countries overall

It must be stressed that the drop in the average for the OECD countries seems to be the result
of readjustments in the declarations of certain countries, some of which had results superior to
100% for 1995-1996, and that the lower rate also undoubtedly reflects adjustments occasioned
by the adoption of the new international classification.

In 11 of the 21 countries reporting results for all secondary school programs, graduation rates
rose between 1995-1996 and 1997-1998, while in 10 countries the rates fell.

Among these 10 countries, Belgium, whose rate had been 117% in 1996, saw its rate fall by 33
points, while Portugal, whose rate of 91% in 1996 was partly attributable to the 115% graduation
rate for men, experienced a 35-point drop in its rate. 

In addition, there is no overall result for Norway, which reported a rate exceeding 117% in
1995-1996.
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Finally, in contrast with Québec's downward trend, Germany, Austria, the Netherlands and
Ireland experienced major increases of 7, 10, 12 and 8 points respectively in their graduation
rates, and several countries had rates over 90%: Germany (93%), Austria (96%), Korea (90%),
Hungary (90%), Iceland (92%), the Netherlands (93%), Japan (96%) and New Zealand (97%).

According to this data
Québec ranked 15th

among OECD countries
with respect to its
secondary school

graduation rate

When all academic options are taken into account, the graduation rate for the first secondary
school diploma is 81% in Québec. This is very close to the rates in the Czech Republic (80%)
and Sweden (79%), but lower than those in more than 15 countries (Germany, Austria, Belgium,
Korea, Finland, France, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, Japan, New Zealand, the
Netherlands and Switzerland.) Québec's rate is higher than those of Canada (72%), the  United
States (74%), Sweden (79%) and Spain (67%).

Girls have higher
graduation rates than

boys in 15 countries

Of the 20 OECD countries that reported their secondary school graduation rates by sex, 15 had
higher rates for girls than for boys. Only Korea displayed a similar rate for boys and girls, while
boys had higher graduation rates than girls in Austria (a difference of 16 points), Iceland (5
points), Switzerland (11 points) and Turkey (14 points). In Québec, the graduation rate for the
first secondary school diploma is 88% for girls, compared with 73% for boys. A similar situation
exists in Ireland (14 points), and there are smaller, but still considerable differences between
boys' and girls' graduation rates in Canada (11 points), Spain (12 points), Finland (12 points),
Greece (10 points), Portugal (12 points) and the United States (7 points).

The graduation rate of boys in Québec (73%) is 7 points below the average for boys in the
OECD countries (80%): Québec would rank 16th out of the 20 countries that report their results
by sex. The Québec rate for girls, which was 8 points above the OECD average for girls in
1995-1996, has fallen to 4 points above that average, and in this respect, Québec would rank
9th. 

Québec ranks 2nd for
rates of graduation

from secondary school
programs in general

education

In Québec, general education has much higher enrollments of both male and female students
than vocational education. Québec had a graduation rate of 76% for secondary-level programs
in general education, compared with an average rate of 42% for the OECD countries. Only
Ireland surpassed Québec in this regard, with an 80% graduation rate for general education
programs.

... but 20th for rates of
graduation from

vocational education
programs

The situation is radically different for vocational education programs, where Québec's graduate
rate is 22%, compared with an OECD average of 47%. A number of countries had very high
graduation rates for secondary school vocational programs: Austria (80%), Hungary (71%),
France and Norway (68%), the Czech Republic (67%), Poland (65%), Belgium (64%), Italy
(62%), Germany and Finland (60%), as well as Iceland and the Netherlands, which had rates
above 50%.

If the academic programs of all countries are placed at the appropriate ISCED-97 levels, in
terms of type and duration of programs, it seems that in 11 OECD countries, there is a greater
emphasis on vocational education than on general education in secondary school.

In Québec, the graduation rate for vocational education programs is a bit higher for men.
Although the average rate in the OECD countries is slightly different for men and women, the
situation varies considerably from one country to another. Of the 20 countries for which a
breakdown is available by sex, 10 had higher rates for men and women combined than for
women. Men had much higher rates in Norway and Iceland. Thus, the situation for men and
women in vocational education is the reverse of that in general education.
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The results for the post-secondary non-tertiary level (ISCED level 4)

It will be recalled that ISCED level 4 comprises programs that, from an international point of
view, straddle the boundary between upper-secondary and post-secondary education.

In Québec, only the pre-university Diploma of College Studies corresponds  to the criteria for this
level. The greater duration of college technical programs places them in the same category as
programs that are classified in ISCED level 5B by most OECD

countries, while information on technical education corresponding to ISCED level 4C is not
available because the Attestations of College Studies (ACS) are not tabulated by the Ministère
de l'Éducation.

Table 2 presents the graduation rates for programs placed in ISCED level 4. Québec's
graduation rate for pre-university college programs is 25.2%, well above the OECD average of
8.9%.

However, given the considerable variation in the rates presented and the absence of graduation
rates for a significant number of countries, the table serves primarily to illustrate the structural
differences between education systems in the OECD countries. It shows that programs at the
secondary and tertiary levels differ greatly from one country to another. Thus, whereas Québec's
high graduation rate is based on the existence of a network of college institutions, the results of
Ireland and Hungary reflect the existence of several vocational education programs such as
"Vocational Preparation and Training II" in Ireland, and "post-secondary vocational education
programs" leading to a vocational certificate in Hungary. Table 2 thus makes it possible to
compare education systems by summarizing their main differences, but does not permit
comparison of the results of students in different countries, because the systems differ too much
at this level.

The results at the tertiary level (ISCED levels 5A, 5B and 6)

Table 3 presents the graduation rates for tertiary-levels 5B, 5A and 6. Readers seeking
information on ISCED-97, the new international classification system, should consult Education
Statistics Bulletin No. 18.

At level 5B

With respect to type 5B tertiary education, which is defined as tertiary education of shorter
duration than type 5A, and generally with more practical and technical content or a more specific
occupational target, Québec, with its Diploma of College Studies in technical education, has a
graduation rate of 14.1%, compared with an average of 11.2% for the OECD countries.

This rate places Québec 7th, after Belgium (25.8%), Korea (29.8%), Finland (28.4%), France
(17.5%), Ireland (17.7%) and Japan (29.9%), but ahead of Germany (12.5%), Austria (10.5%),
the United States (9.2%) and the United Kingdom (11.1%).

It is important to note that the number of years of schooling accumulated upon completion of
certain programs placed at this level by other countries is greater than the number of years of
schooling accumulated upon completion of technical college programs in Québec. For example,
upon completion of certain programs that Germany has placed at level 5B, students have
accumulated 15 to 17 years of schooling. Similarly, Korean students have completed from 14
to 16 years of schooling when they graduate from any of their country's level 5B programs.
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3. The term "first" refers to the diploma's position in the national certification system. The bachelor's degree is the first diploma in Québec whose duration
corresponds to the OECD criteria for level 5A.

4. The term "first" means the first diploma at this level awarded to the student.

First3 diplomas at level 5A

In 1997-1998, the graduation rate for first level 5A diplomas was 26.6% in Québec, which is the
rate for first4 bachelor's degrees. Among the programs leading to a first university diploma, only
those leading to a bachelor's degree, including programs that lead to first professional degrees,
have a duration corresponding to ISCED-97 level 5A. This graduation rate is 4 points above the
OECD average of 23.2%. This rate represents the sum of columns two, three and four in
Table 3.

Nine OECD countries out of 29 have higher graduation rates for first tertiary-level diplomas than
Québec: Norway (38%), the United Kingdom and the Netherlands (35%), the United States and
New Zealand (33%), Finland (30%), Canada (29%), Spain and Japan (28%).

In Québec, the graduation rate for the bachelor's degree is 10 points higher for women than for
men. Approximately 59% of bachelor's degrees are awarded to women.

The 2000 edition of Education at a Glance does not provide a breakdown of graduation rates by
sex in the OECD countries. It does, however, indicate the percentage of first tertiary-level
type-5A diplomas awarded to women in each country. According to this indicator, women earned
more level 5A diplomas than men in 18 of the 25 countries for which information is available.
The countries where women received the highest percentages of first diplomas at level 5A were
Portugal (64%), Norway, New Zealand and Sweden (61%), and Australia,  Canada, Spain and
Hungary (59%).

The countries where women earned fewer than 50% of the first diplomas at level 5A -where, in
other words, a greater number of such diplomas were awarded to men-are Japan (35%), Turkey
(40%), Korea and Switzerland (41%), Germany (43%), and Austria (47%).

Second diplomas at level 5A

It is more difficult to compare the situation regarding second level 5A diplomas, since 19
countries report results for second diplomas of short duration (under 6 years), whereas only 7
countries report results for second diplomas of long duration (6 years or over).

At this level, too, the results vary greatly. Québec's rate of 6.4% is lower than that of several
countries including New Zealand (14.1%), the United States (12.4%), the United Kingdom
(12.3%), Ireland (11.9%) and Australia (7.5%) but above the OECD average of 4.0%. Québec
ranks ahead of 14 countries, including France (6.3%), Belgium (4.9%) and Canada (4.5%).

Level 6

At the doctoral level, Québec maintains a stable rate of 1.0%, which is the average for the OECD
countries. In Québec, as in all the OECD countries, the graduation rate for doctoral degrees is
higher for men than for women.

Conclusion

In 1998, Québec's graduation rate for secondary studies is slightly above the average of the
OECD countries for female students and below the average for male students. The province's
graduation rate for studies leading to bachelor's and master's degrees is significantly above the
OECD average. 

Information: Diane Foucault      418 644-5712
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vocational or

Programs with a

orientation
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general

Programs with a

3A or 3B
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than those at

shorter duration

Programs of

(short)

ISCED 3C

market directly

the labour

students to enter

prepare

designed to

Programs

(long)

ISCED 3C

programs

to type B tertiary

leading directly

Programs

ISCED 3B

programs

to type A tertiary

leading directly 

Programs

ISCED 3A

and AVS 

DVS, AVESSD
and AVS 

DVS, AVE SSD

counting)

(without any double

Total

In Québec:

FemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleMaleM + F

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d. m.d. m.d. m.d. m.d.7267  m.d. m.d.m.d.Australia

688020172226n.a.n.a.445220178810496Austria1

6464393417132223n.a.n.a.6561868284Belgium (Flemish community)2

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.n.a.n.a.7872786772Canada

67671613n.a.n.a.2533nn5848837780Czech Replubic

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Denmark

62606554n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.9589958389Finland

626841353137338106254888587France

59603734n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.59603734959193Germany

23276556n.a.n.a.2327n.a.n.a.6556887883Greece

677130242632xxxx6355938790Hungary1

3654645414162036nn6454899492Iceland

16158680n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.9891948087Ireland

60623426n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.117367m.d.m.d.m.d.Italy

24267470xx2425n.a.n.a.7470999396Japan

413749534137n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.4953909190Korea

m.d.402522nnm.d.2157m.d.35m.d.m.d.62Luxembourg1

m.d.4m.d.26m.d.xm.d.4n.a.n.a.m.d.26m.d.m.d.30Mexico1

56564037n.a.n.a.66n.a.n.a.8987969193Netherlands1

40346762xx171423196762m.d.m.d.97New Zealand

49688670n.a.n.a.4969n.a.n.a.8670m.d.m.d.m.d.Norway

566541302432n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.7465m.d.m.d.m.d.Poland1

12125044nnnn12125043625056Portugal

20228576xx2022n.a.n.a.8576887381Québec

26254943222144nn4943736167Spain

37374542n.a.n.a.nnn.a.n.a.8279827679Sweden

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.21181335472323788984Switzerland

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.395346Turkey1

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.United Kingdom

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.777074United States

4647494210111113896557848079Average for all countries

Table 1: Holders of secondary school diplomas as a proportion of the total population of typical graduation age, by program
type and orientation, in Québec and the OECD countries, in 1998

Source: Education at a Glance–OECD Education Indicators 2000,  p. 185.
Ministère de l'Éducation du Québec

n.a.:  not applicable
m.d.: missing data
n: none, or negligible quantity
x: data included under another heading or in another column or table

1. Crude graduation rates may include some double counting.
2. Short programs at ISCED level 3C have been omitted to avoid double counting.
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orientation

education

technical

vocational or

Programs with a

market directly

to enter the labour

prepare students

designed to

Programs

ISCED 4C 

programs

to type B tertiary

Programs  leading

ISCED 4B

programs

to type A tertiary

Programs leading

ISCED 4A 

Pre-university DECPre-university DEC

orientation

general education

Programs with a

(without any double counting)

Total

In Québec:

FemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleM + FFemaleMaleM + F

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Australia

27.723.9n.a.n.a.1.81.55.73.520.118.9m.d.m.d.m.d.Austria

24.622.60.10.112.010.5n.a.n.a.12.712.324.720.922.8Belgium (Flemish community) 1

m.d.m.d.0.40.316.119.4m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Canada

16.517.3n.a.n.a.2.12.0n.a.n.a.14.415.316.518.017.3Czech Republic

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Denmark

0.60.6n.a.n.a.0.60.6n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.0.50.60.5Finland

1.50.90.30.31.50.9n.a.n.a.0.30.31.80.51.2France

13.014.01.81.8n.a.n.a.4.95.69.910.214.816.715.8Germany

9.49.3n.a.n.a.9.49.3n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.9.49.39.3Greece1

18.618.44.33.918.618.4n.a.n.a.4.33.923.021.922.4Hungary1

35.923.9n.a.n.a.35.923.9n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.35.912.123.9Iceland

2.03.2n.a.n.a.2.03.2n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.2.04.43.2Island

2.92.2n.a.n.a.2.92.2n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.2.91.52.2Italy1

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Japan

n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.Korea

1.63.7nn1.63.7nnnn1.65.83.7Luxembourg1

n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.Mexico

2.01.1nn2.01.1n.a.n.a.nn2.00.31.1Netherlands1

6.14.90.70.74.53.41.61.50.70.76.94.35.6New Zealand

0.53.6n.a.n.a.0.53.6n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.m.d.m.d.m.d.Norway

15.911.1n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.15.911.1n.a.n.a.15.96.511.1Poland1

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Portugal

m.d.m.d.31.825.2m.d.m.d.n.a.n.a.31.825.231.818.925.2Québec2

17.215.8n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.0.70.516,515.317.214.415.8Spain

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Sweden

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.n.a.n.a.17.314.01.42.418.613.916.2Switzerland1

n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.Turkey

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.United Kingdom

7.76.6n.a.n.a.7.76.6n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.7.75.56.6United States

9.78.70.30.35.24.82.11.63.73.610.17.88.9Average for all countries

Table 2: Holders of post-secondary non-tertiary diplomas (ISCED 4) as a proportion of the total population of typical graduation
age, by program type and orientation, in Québec and the OECD countries, in 1998

Source: Education at a Glance–OECD Education Indicators 2000,  p. 185.
Ministère de l'Éducation du Québec

n.a.:  not applicable
m.d.: missing data
n: none, or negligible quantity
x: data included under another heading or in another column or table

1. Crude graduation rates may include some double counting.
2. For Québec, the rates are net graduation rates for a first pre-university college diploma.
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equivalent)

(doctoral or

research

and original

Advanced study
6

Tertiary level
Tertiary level 5ATertiary level 5B

more)

(6 years or

Long duration: 

6 years)

(less than

Short duration:

over 6 years

duration:

Very long

years

from 5 to 6

Long duration:

than 5 years

from 3 to less

duration:

Medium

Second diplomaSecond diplomaFirst diplomaFirst diplomaFirst diplomaFirst diploma

Doctoraten.a.degree

Master’s

degrees

professional

First

n.a.degree

Bachelor’s
Technical DECIn Québec:

1.1n7.5n.a.n.a.25.8m.d.Australia

1.6nnn13.20.510,5Austria*

0.7x4.91.05.610.825.8Belgium (Flemish community)

0.8m.d.4.51.01.427.05.5Canada

0.5n.a.1.7n.a.8.32.94.5Czech Republic*

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Denmark

2.30.7m.d.n.a.14.615.728.4Finland

1.2n.a.6.30.95.118.017.5France*

1.8n.a.n.a.n.a.11.24.813*Germany

m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.Greece

0,9x3.3n.a.x24.7m.d.Hungary

nn1.1n2.522.39.8Iceland

0,8x11.9x1.423.817.7Ireland*

0.40.92.2n.a.13.60.90.3Italy

0.5n.a.2.5n.a.x27.729.9Japan*

0.6n.a.2.50.4n.a.25,129.8Korea*

n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.n.a.7.4Luxembourg*

xm.d.m.d.m.d.m.d.10.1m.d.Mexico

x0.31.9n.a.1.333.30.8Netherlands

0.7n14.10.66.726.112.7New Zealand

1.14.21.01.23.833.36.3Norway

m.d.n.a.5.3n.a.13.012.00.8Poland*

1.4m.d.m.d.n10.17.46.5Portugal*

1.0n.a.6.4xn.a.26.614.1Québec

0.9m.d.xn15.412.54.1Spain

2.2n0.40.12.023.01.5Sweden

2.51.2n.a.1.011.37.8m.d.Switzerland*

0.20.20.8n.a.n.a.9.66.4Turkey

1.2x12.30.11.933.211.1United Kingdom

1.32.212.4n.a.n.a.32,99.2United States*

1.00.44.00.25.517.511.2Average for all countries

Table 3: Graduation rate at the tertiary level, by type of program, in Québec and the OECD countries, in 1998

Source: Education at a Glance–OECD Education Indicators 2000,  p. 185.
Ministère de l'Éducation du Québec

n.a.:  not applicable m.d.: missing data
n: none, or negligible quantity x: data included under another heading or in another column or table

Note: This indicator does not take into account tertiary type A diplomas issued on completion of short programs of less than 3 years duration.

*: All graduation rates are net rates, except in instances indicated by an asterisk, which are crude rates.
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ISCED-97 (OECD)

Doctorate

Postgraduate (3 years or more)

Master's Degree

Graduate (2 years)

First degrees 4

Bachelor's Degree3

     Undergraduate (3 or 4 yeas)

(4 years or more)

Technical DCS2 ( 3 years)
Pre-university diploma1 (2 years) 

of study (2 years)
Pre-university programsAEC (1 year)

Attestation d'études collégiales (adults) 
Technical studies program|
Prerequisite: SSD or DVS(1 to 3 years)

AVS (1 year)

DVS (1 to 2 years)

SSD
Secondary School Diploma

VEC  (900 hours )
Vocational Education

Certificate

QUÉBEC EDUCATION SYSTEM

Age: 273rd or +Very long6

Age: 25

Age: 242ndLong5A

Cycle 21stLong5A
Diploma

|
Age: 22-23Cycle 2 (1 year)

1stVery long5A
Age: 21-223rd Certificate1stMedium5A

2nd Certificate 
Cycle 1

CertificateIntermediaryShort5A
|

Undergraduate (1 year) 
Age: 19|

Age: 191stMedium5B
Age: 184A

4C
Prerequisite: SSD or DVS

Age: 17                                  

Attestation of Vocational Studies3C

Prerequisite: SSDDiploma of Vocational Studies3C

ISCED 3A
Age: 16Sec. Vover 16 years of age…Prerequisite:
Age: 15Sec. IVSecondary Cycle Two
Age: 14Sec. IIIPrerequisite: Sec. III

Age: 13Sec. IIISCED 23C
Age: 12Sec. ISecondary Cycle One 
Age: 11Elementary 6
Age: 10Elementary 5

Age: 9Elementary 4
Age: 8Elementary 3

Age: 7Elementary 2ISCED 1
Age: 6Elementary 1Elementary

Age: 5KindergartenISCED 0
Age: 4Pre-kindergartenPreschool

1. Pre-university DCS; DCS in Science, Literature and Languages, Creative Arts; Combined DCS; International Baccalaureate.
2. Technical DCS; Technical DCS, work-study program
3. Specialized Bachelor's Degree, Bachelor's Degree Cooperative Education, Multidisciplinary Bachelor's Degree, Major-Minor Bachelor's Degree, Honours

Bachelor's Degree, Faculty Program Bachelor's Degree
4. First professional degrees: Bachelor of Law, Doctor of Medicine, Doctorate in Dental Medicine, Doctor of Optometry, Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine, bacc.

en sciences juridiques, Bachelor of Civil Law, Bachelor of Common Law, Bachelor of National Civil Law, Bachelor of National Common Law, Doctor of Medicine,
Doctor of Dental Science.


