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1. Context
The Sustainable Development Act (SDA) states:

• the definition used

• the scope of the law

Sustainable development means development 
that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs and is based on three 
pillars (social, environmental and economic).



1. Context

The Act states:

• the definition used

• the scope of the law

• the 16 principles of sustainable development: 

Adapted from the 27 objectives adopted 
following the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 and 
resulting from a vast public consultation so 
that they could best be applied to a Québec 
context.
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2. What is a sustainable development approach?

It is simply a way to structure the sustainable development activities
and initiatives carried out in a school service centre, a school board, a
school, a training centre or a private educational institution.



3. Different Components of a Sustainable 
Development Approach
a) Formal commitment

b) Initial diagnosis

c) Sustainable development committee

d) Sustainable development action plan

e) Consideration of the three dimensions of sustainable development

f) Awareness and training activities

g) Monitoring and evaluation process

h) Accountability



3.a Formal commitment

• In the strategic plan (CSP or educational project)

• Through the adoption of indicators and targets

• In a sustainable development policy

• By providing human resources (full or part-time) 

• By providing financial resources



Tools available on the Ministère’s website

3.b Initial diagnosis



3.b Initial diagnosis – Tool
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3.b Initial diagnosis – Tool



• Overall assessment by 
category

• Identify strengths and 
areas for improvement

3.b Initial diagnosis – Tool



• Reference guide 
and links to the 
relevant budgetary 
measures (in 
French only)

3.b Initial diagnosis – Tool



3.b Initial diagnosis – Tool



3.c Sustainable development committee

• Director General

• Teachers

• Education consultants

• Administrative personnel or support staff

• Material resources

• Educational services

• Parents

• Students



3.d Consideration of the three dimensions

• Social: education for sustainable development, inclusion of minority 
groups in projects, health and quality of life, etc.

• Environmental: energy efficiency, water conservation, recycling and 
composting, etc.

• Economic: eco-responsible purchases, reusing school materials that 
are in good condition, etc.



3.e Sustainable development action plan

• With indicators and targets

Examples of actions: recycling and composting, zero-waste lunch
days, carpool days, gardening, volunteering with the elderly,
purchasing electric school buses, creating green spaces in the
schoolyard, etc.

• The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals and the Act’s 16 principles
can be used as starting points for thinking about possible actions.





3.f Training and awareness activities

• Training

E.g. conference on food waste, presentation on bees, conference on
ways to reduce GHG

• Awareness

E.g. zero-waste lunches, installation of beehives, public transit
authority kiosks, reuse of school materials that are in good
condition, installation of bike racks



3.g Monitoring and evaluation process

• Sustainable development report

• Provided for in the action plan

• Action plan dashboard

• Sustainable development committee



3.h Accountability

Your organization’s results should: 
• be published in the annual report (CSP/educational project)

• lead to the adoption of a resolution by the Governing Board or the Board of
Directors

• be published annually on your website



4. Resources

• The Ministère’s action plan (in French only) (link)

• Plan d’accompagnement du réseau (in French only) (link)

• Guide to budget measures (in French only) (link)

• Guide de ressources administratives et pédagogiques (in French only) (link)

• Summary of the Guide d’action – Accompagner une démarche intégrée en 
développement durable produced by l’Institut Hydro-Québec EDS at 
Université Laval (in French only) (link)

• Outil de diagnostic – Guide pour l’implantation d’une démarche de 
développement durable (in French only) (link)

• The 16 principles of sustainable development (link)

http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/references/tx-solrtyperecherchepublicationtx-solrpublicationnouveaute/resultats-de-la-recherche/detail/article/plan-daction-de-developpement-durable/?a=a&cHash=ed8789117fe8b58b7a8238cd1c55f8bd
http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/PSG/politiques_orientations/plan_accompagnement_dd_2021-2022.pdf
http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/PSG/politiques_orientations/Diagnostic-guide-reference.pdf
http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/developpement_durable_guide_ressources_administratives_pedagogiques.pdf
http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/condense_accompagner_demarche_integree_dd_milieu_scolaire.pdf
http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/references/tx-solrtyperecherchepublicationtx-solrpublicationnouveaute/resultats-de-la-recherche/detail/article/outil-de-diagnostic-guide-pour-limplantation-dune-demarche-de-developpement-durable-au-sein-dun/?a=a&cHash=8c1112453a2e9913ceddefcce714e05a
https://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/developpement/principes_en.htm
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5. Other Training Sessions

• Education for sustainable development and the QEP

• Integrating sustainable development in CSP and educational projects



6. CollecteInfo Forms

• SD declaration

• Directory of SD initiatives



To contact us

developpementdurable@education.gouv.qc.ca



Questions
- How do we free up funds in the schools?

- Since the training session is as much for SSCs and SBs as it is for schools and 
centres, this question should be addressed to SSCs and SBs. 

- Have you considered a recognition program?
- Yes, and we are working on it!

- What does establishing an SD approach bring to a school?
- It allows us to establish a sustainable and more structured approach to ensure 

that it lasts and that the actions continue.

- Do you work with other environmental and ESD organizations to avoid 
duplicating programs or recognitions?

- Yes, the Ministère’s intention is to avoid duplicating existing initiatives. 


